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THE SOCIETY FOR JAPANESE IRISES 
Officers 

President Dennis Hager, PO Box 390, Millington, MD 21651 
Tel: (410) 928-3147; <hager@aredee.com> 

Vice President Sterling Innerst, 825 Hess Fann Road, Dallastown, PA 17313 

Tel: (717) 244-7189; <INNIRIS@PA.NEI'> 

Secretary Peter Weixlmann, 280 Seneca Creek Road, West Seneca, NY 
14224 Tel: (716) 674-6289; <Pweixl@aol.com> 

Treasurer Jody Nolin,5184CtyRd20,Rushsylvania,OH43347 

Tel: (614) 507-0332,jody.nolin@gmail.corn 

Immediate Jill Copeland, 78118M-40, Lawton, Ml 49065 
Past President Tel: (269) 624-1968; <jandjcope@aol.com> 

Editor Rita Gormley, 10606 Tunber Ridge St., Dubuque, IA 
52001; Tel: (563) 513-0504 <GormleyGreenery@aol.com> 

Directors at Large 

2010 Anna Mae Miller, Bronson Place, 1700 Bronson 
Way #155, Kalamazoo, Ml 49009; Tel: (269) 349-5934; 
<irisquilt@aol.com> 

2011 Gary White, 701 OldCheneyRd.,Lincoln,NE68512-116 

Tel: (402) 421-6394, <in2iris@yahoo.com> 

2012 Chad Harris, P.O. Box 346, Washougal, WA 98671-0346 

Tel: (360) 835-1016 <chadharris@prodigy.net> 

Nominating Committee 

Through 2009 Carol Warner, 16815 Falls Road, Upperco, MD 21155-9445 

Tel: (410) 374-4788; draycott@qis.net 

Through2010 Jim Copeland, 78118M-40, Lawton, Ml 49065 
Tel: (269) 624-1968; <jandjcope@aol.com> 

Through 2011 Bob Bauer, 9823 E. Michigan Ave., Galesburg, Ml 49053; 
Tel: (269) 665-7500; <ensata@aol.com> 

SJI is an affiliate of AIS and all meetings are open to the public. 
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Membership 

Slides Chairman 
Librarian 

Robins Chairman 

Hybridizer Robin 

E-Mail Robin 

Popularity Poll 

Display Garden Chair 

Awards 

Web Master: 

Appointments 

Jody Nolin, 5184CtyRd20,Rushsylvania, OH43347 

Tel: (614) 507-0332,jody.nolin@gmail.corn 

John Coble, 9823 E. Michigan Ave., Galesburg, MI 
49053; Tel: (269) 665-7500; <ensata@aol.com> 

Cindy Rust, 2016 Meadow Lane., Union, MO 
63084; Tel: (636) 583-6355; 
<cindy@riverstonequarry.com> 

Jill Copeland, 78118M-40Lawton,MI 49065 
Tel: (269) 624-1968; <jandjcope@aol.com> 

Dennis Hager, PO Box 390, Millington, MD 21651 
Tel: (410) 928-3147; <hager@aredee.com> 

Ruth Barker, 6183 Bar-Mot Dr., Greensboro, NC 
274-55; Tel: (336) 644-1573;< ruthbb@aol.com> 

Open 

Anna Mae Miller, Bronson Place, 1700 Bronson 
Way #155, Kalamazoo, MI 49009; Tel: (269) 349-

5934; <irisquilt@aol.com> 

Dennis Hager, PO Box 390, Millington, MD 21651 
Tel: ( 410) 928-314 7; <hager@aredee.com> 

SJI WEBSITE: http://www.socji.org/ 

Includes information on Awards, Bylaws, Commercial 
Sources, Convention, Display Gardens, Membership, Offic
ers, SJI REVIEW Index, and Member Services 
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DUES: 
Single 
Dual 
Youth 
Single 
Dual 
Youth 

Business Items 

NEW - Effective January 15, 2009 
annual- $10.00 triennial-$25.00 
annual- $12.00 triennial-$31.00 
annual- $4.00 triennial-$9.00 
annual - $20.00 triennial - $50.00 
annual - $24.00 triennial - $62.00 
annual - $ 8.00 triennial - $22.00 

Dues may be sent either to the AIS Membership Chairman (www.irises.org) 
or directly to the Membership Chairman, The Society for Japanese Irises. 

Address changes: please notify Membership Chairman 
Please note that all memberships run from Jan 15th to Jan 15th. 

.JOIN OR RENEW ON-LINE - http://www.socji.org/ 

SALES AND RENTAL ITEMS 

The Japanese Iris -Edited by Currier McEwen for the Society of 
Japanese Irises. A Brandeis University book. 224 pages. 32 color photos. 7" x 
10". Published 1990 at $29.95. (No longer in print) 

$20.00 including US Postage 
Special limited time offer - 2 or more $15.00 each 

The first definitive book in English on history and cultivation, The Japanese Iris 
incorporates the 300 year history of breeding in Japan and the experience of US 
hybridizers from East to West coasts. Contents include history, current 
hybridizing, color photos, and drawings of flower parts in detail; also soil 
preparation, watering, mulching, and pest control; display gardens, nurseries, 
and hybridizers. 

Color Postcards - 2 for 1 Sale 
Set #1- 16 different W.A. Payne introductions 
Set #2 - 18 different Payne Award winners 

2 sets ( #1, #2, or both) $5.00 
Overseas orders, add $1.00 per set for airmail 

Back issues of The Review - $2.00 per copy 
Volume 1 (1964) consists of 3 issues, All others contain 2 issues each 

sn Slide Set Rental $5.00 
Iris Laevigata - book rental $5.00 

All prices include US postage. Send requests to John Coble. 
Check payable to SJI. Please allow ample time for scheduling. 
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ADVERTISING 

Advertising will be accepted for plants and horticultural-related items. 

FULLPAGECOLOR(4.5X7.5) $60.00 
FULLPAGEB&W(4.5X7.5) $50.00 

HALFPAGECOLOR(4X3 l/2) $45.00 

HALFPAGEB&W(4X31/2) $30.00 
1/4PAGEB&W 4X 1112) $20.00 

Commercial Directory (plus web): 
Included free annually with any ad or $10.00 Annual charge 

Please send original photos (prints or slides) for scanning or high resolution 
digitals (at least 300 dpi). Advertising copy and payment to SJI should be mailed 
to the Editor prior to Editorial deadlines. 

2006 J .I. CHECKLIST 

The SJI Checklist contains all registrations and introductions through 2005 of 
Japanese iris and any interspecies crosses involving Japanese iris. The 2006 
Checklist is in 8.5'' X 11" format. The previous edition was published in 1999 

To order, Send $7.50 postpaid* to: 
John Coble, SJI Sales Chairman 

9823 E. Michigan Avenue 
Galesburg, MI 49053 

*$9.00 Canada, $13.00 Overseas air mail-payable in US funds only 
please make checks payable to SJI. 

Deadlines for Submitting Articles and 
Information 

Spring - February 15 
Fall - August 15 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 
Dennis Hager 

MY FIRST JAPANESE IRIS, BUT NOT MY BEST 

I still remember my first Japanese iris. I knew little about irises and 
nothing about Japanese irises, except what I read in a nursery catalog. 
There was no internet and Japanese irises were simply not to be found 
in the local garden center. I took a chance and bought "Nikko" from a 
respected mail order nursery that puts out a beautiful glossy catalog. In 
retrospect, it performed poorly, in no small part because I planted it in 
the wrong location, but it finally bloomed. "Nikko" is a catalog name. It 
is not a registered cultivar and I no longer grow it. It introduced me to 
Japanese irises, so it served its purpose. 

I don't know if "Nikko" is still offered, but there are many other 
unregistered irises such as "Gracieuse", "Royal Robes", "Pink Lady" and 
"Eden's Paintbrush" in the trade to take its place. I haven't seen any of 
these in the garden, but the images that I have seen on the web tell me 
that there are either some really bad photographers or the plants they 
are hawking aren't so garden-worthy as my first Japanese iris. 

Please take advantage of every opportunity you have to tell 
prospective growers that there are better plants out there. They are 
named correctly and perform beautifully. They are available from 
reliable sources or you can share them from your garden. 

If you go to a gardening forum on the web and see a post about 
one of the unregistered irises, try gently telling the forum that when you 
buy an unregistered iris, it is "buyer beware". 

Happy gardening. 
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SJI POPULARITY POLL FOR 2009 
Ruth Barker, Greensboro, NC 

Included with this issue is your pink ballot for the 2009 Popularity 
Poll. Please choose your ten favorite cultivars. Write-in votes are 
encouraged and welcomed, but please remember that write-ins count 
toward your total of ten votes. All cultivars that receive at least two (2) 
write-in votes will automatically appear on next year's ballot. 

The names on the ballot represent all Ils which received 2 or more 
votes on the 2008 Popularity Poll. 27 names were removed from last 
year's list due to failure to receive at least two votes; 9 names were 
added due to receipt of two or more write-in votes. Also added are 
those that received the Payne Medal, AM, or HM in 2008 and were 
not previously on the list. 

Please mark your choices with an X. If there is a second SIT 
member in the household, that second member's choices should be 
marked with some other symbol, such as a 2 or 0. 

Send the ballot by August 1, 2009, to: 
RUTH BARKER 
SIT Popularity Poll 
6183 BAR-MOT DR 
GREENSBORO, NC 27455-8267 

Or you may e-mail your top ten to <RuthBB@aol.com> 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT-JODY NOLIN 

YEAR MEM COMP L DA DT SA ST 

2003 356 10 70 4 64 35 173 
2004 335 10 68 6 58 42 151 
2005 302 12 71 4 51 39 125 
2006 296 13 70 6 51 24 132 
2007 281 14 68 6 46 20 127 
2008 264 13 65 6 47 16 117 
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COMMERCIAL GARDEN DIRECTORY 

AITKEN'SSALMONCREEKGARDEN 
1ERRY &BARBARAAITKEN 
608NW119TH STREET 
VANCOUVER, WA 98685 
360-573-4472 aitken@flowerfantasy.net 
www.flowerfantasy.net 

www.draycott-gardens.com 
DRAYCOTIGARDENS 
CAROL WARNER 
16815FALLSRD. 
UPPERCO,MD 
Tel. (410) 374-4788 

21155-9445 
draycott@qis.net 

ENSATAGARDENS 
BOB BAUER&JOHNCOBLE 
9823 E. MICIDGAN AVE. 
GALESBURG, MI 49053 
269-665-7500 ensata@aol.com www.ensata.com 
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GREYWOOD FARM 
DARLYNWILKINSON 
85 RIVER ROAD 

TOPSFIELD, MA 01983 
fJ78-8frl-7611J 

greywoodfann@comcast.net www.freywoo4.farm.com 

JOE PYE WEED'S GARDEN 
JAN SACKS &MARTY SCHAFER 
337ACTONST 
CARLISLEMA01741-1432 
978-371-0173 jpwflowers@aol.com 

http://www.jpwflowers.com/ 

MT.PLEASANT IRIS FARM 
CHAD HARRIS-DALEGRAMS 
P.O.BOX346(12MARBLEROAD) 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98761-0346 
360-835-1016 chadharris@prodigy.net 

WILDWOOD GARDENS 
WILLIAM PLO'INER 
P.O.BOX250 
MOLALLA, OR 97038-0250 
503-829-3102 gardens@molalla.net 
INTRODUCING FOR LORENA REID 

ADVERTISERS 
Ea.rtheart Gardens ...••.•...•••••...•.....•.•••.......•.•.•.•.••••...•.•.•. WC 
Wildwc:M>d. Gardens ........................................................... 24 
Joe Py'e Weed's Garden .................................................. 25 
Draycott Gardens ......................................................... IBC 
Gre CMNI. Famt ............................. ................. . .. . BC 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!! 
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ROBINS FLYING! 

We are pleased to report that the Robins are up and going. If you are 
interested in any of the Robins, please contact: 

JI General Interest Robin: Cindy Rust, director, 2016 Meadow Lane, Union, 

MO 63084; 636-583-2745; E-mail: cindy@riverstonequarry.com 

JI Hybridizer' s Robin: Jill Copeland, director, 78118 M-40, Lawton, MI 
49065; 269-624-1968; E-mail: jandjcope@aol.com 

JI E-mail Robin: Dennis Hager, director, E-mail: hager@aredee.com; 
www.socji.org 

sn REVIEW 

The Sn Review is published semi-annually by the Society for Japanese Irises. The 
editorial office is temporarily located at P. 0. Box 390, Millington, MD 21651. 

The REVIEW is issued twice a year by the Society for Japanese Irises, Inc. which is a 
nonprofit 501( c)(3) organization, and is a Section of the American Iris Society, which is a 
non-profit organization incorporated February 2, 1927, in the County of Philadelphia, State 
of Pennsylvania. Subscription is free to sn members. All rights reserved. This Bulletin was 
printed by AG Press, Manhattan, KS 

Reproduction in whole or in part of the publication without the written permission of the 
editor is prohibited. Such permission is hereby granted to the Bulletin of the American Iris 
Society, to the Journals of the other AIS Sections and to the Journals of the AIS Regions. 

Views expressed herein are those of the_ authors and contributors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the Society for Japanese Irises, Inc. nor the American Iris Society, its 
officers and members. The mention of any equipment, product, plants, companies or 
organization in this publication does not constitute an endorsement by the Society for 
Japanese Irises, Inc., nor the American Iris Society. 

Return postage must accompany all manuscripts, drawings, and photographs submitted if they 
are to be returned, and no responsibility can be assumed for unsolicited materials. All rights in 
letters sent to The REVIEW or its agents acting as officers of the Society for Japanese Irises, 
Inc. will be treated as unconditionally assigned for publication and copyright purposes and as 
subject to The REVIEW's unrestricted right to edit and to comment editorially. Society for 
Japanese Irises, Inc. 

Deadlines for receiving copy are February 15"' and August 15"', with earlier receipt 
desirable. Black and white photographs, colored prints (glossy), slides and black and white 
drawings are welcome. 
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PHOTO CREDITS 

Front Cover: Terry Aitken, O'Mealy Garden, Kalamazoo, MI 
Page 13-Garphics SueDelmez 
Page 23: Hybridizer Goals 
Simply Stated 
Blushing Snowmaiden 
Little Bow Pimk 
Gingham Geisha 
Greywoods Sarafina 
Freckled Peacock 
Sue Jo 

Page 26: Hybridizer Goals 
Violet Craola Vortex 
John's Fancy 
Rich Randall 
Rivulets of Wine 
Red Tessa 
Rainbow Darter 
Belgium Warrior 

Tom Gormley 
Terry Aitken 
Tom Gormley 
Dennis Hager 
Darlyn Wiikinson 
Terry Aitken 
Rita Gormley 

Will Plotner 
Terry Aitken 
Willy JHublau 
Terry Aitken 
Terry Aitken 
Rita Gormley 
Willy Hublau 
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2008 JI REGISTRATIONS AND 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Compiled by Mike Lowe and Bob Pries, edited by John Coble 

BANJO BLUES HM 2008 

BELORKRYLY (Marija Kaulen, Il, R. 2007). Kaulen 2007. 

BLUE CIRCLE DANCE (Lee Walker, R. 2008). Sdlg. 92-52-1. 
Il (6 F.), 30" (76 cm), M. F. white ground, 1 inch wide blue-violet 
edge, white base and veining, signal medium yellow veined dark yellow; 
style arms cream, blue violet on tip. Fuji X Cascade Crest. 

BLUE MANDARIN (Bob Bauer/John Coble, R. 2008). Sdlg. 
JOlB-4. Il (6 F.), 40" (102 cm), M. F. dark blue, yellow signal; style 
arms medium dark blue, upright. Lake Effect X Nocturnal Shadow. 
Ensata 2008. 

BLUE STAR CRAOLA (Lee Walker, R. 2007) Wildwood 2008. 

CASCADE RAIN (Chad Harris, R. 2007 Aitken, Mt. Pleasant 
2008. 

COHO HM2008 

CRAOLAFIESTA (Lee Walker, R. 2008). Sdlg. C-96-75-11. JI 
(6F.), 31" (79 cm), M. F. grey, dark blue-violet center, red violet 
veining running to edge, signal dark yellow, light violet veins, white edge. 
Jocasta X 93-75-13: (Nobori-Ryu x Fuji). 

DIRIGO EDITOR (John White, R. 2008). Sdlg. 03-Rl 7-1. JI 
(6F.), 36" (91 cm), ML. S. and F. white ground veined blue violet; style 
arms dark red-violet, narrow white edge; signal yellow surrounded by 
dark blue-violet edge, present on all petals. Evelyn White, selfed. 

DIRIGO MAIDEN'S BLUSH HM 2008 
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DON AND DONNA (Bob Bauer/John Coble, R. 2008). Sdlg. 
JO lB-1. Il ( 6 F. ), 40" (102 cm), M. F. light blue-almost white, dark 
blue veins, heavier at edges, blue dusted halo, dark yellow signal; style 
arms dark blue, upright. Lake Effect X Nocturnal Shadow. Ensata 
2008. 

EVELYN WHITE (John White, R. 2004) Eartheart 2008. 

FRECKLED PEACOCK AM 2008 

GREYWOODS MISS MAYBERRY (Darlyn Wilkinson, R. 
2008). Sdlg. 03-6. Il (6 F.), 36" (91 cm), M. F. rosy lavender paling to 
creamy lavender at rims, few pale blue-cream center lines, yellow 
signal, waved edges; style arms white rimmed rose lavender. 00-43: 
(Japanese Princess x 95-13: (Cascade Spice x Worley Pink)) X 
Greywoods Snow Etchings. Greywood Farm 2008. 

GREYWOODS SARAFINA (Darlyn Wilkinson, R. 2008). Sdlg. 
01-45. Il (6-9 F.), 40" (102 cm), EM. F. grey white ground, mottled 
and stippled lavender, thin lavender veins, wavy, undulating; style arms 
white ground shaded lavender. Greywoods Persian Dusk X Chidori. 
Greywood Farm 2008. 

JOHN'S FANCY (Jill Copeland, R. 2007) Ensata 2008. 

KHOKHLOMA Ludmila Mironova, Il, R. 2003). Mironova 
2003 

KIMONO SILK (Bob Bauer/John Coble, R. 2008). Sdlg. JOlA-
4. Il (6 F.), 40" (102 cm), M. F. white, central dusting of bright blue 
between the white rays, yellow signal; style arms pure white, crests 
same. Lake Effect X Frosted Pyramid. Ensata 2008. 

KRISTIN ANNE (Stephen Smith, R. 2008). Sdlg. 98J-7-3. Il (3 
F.), 48" (122 cm), EM. S. white, red-violet wire rim; style arms and F. 
white; signal yellow. R. Giskard X Stately Flamingo. 
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MARGO-NO-SAKURA (Joseph Griner, R. 2002) Aitken 2008. 

MY ELISABETH (Currier McEwen, deceased, by Sharon 
Whitney, R. 2008). Sdlg. T7 98173?. JI (6 F. tet.), 34" (86 cm), ML. F. 
lavender (RHS 85B) fading to (85C) near greenish yellow signal; style 
arms cream white edged lavender (RHS 85B). T6 87 /174: (Oriental 
Classic x T5 83/67?: (Japanese Pinwheel x Celestial Pink)) X Maine 
Charm. Eartheart 2008. 

MY KATHLEEN (Stephen Smith, R. 2008). Sdlg. 98J-7-7. JI (3 
F.), 50" (127 cm), EM. S. pale blue-lavender, darker red-violet edge; 
style arms white; F. pale lavender-blue veined white, yellow signal. R. 
Giskard X Stately flamingo. 

OKAGAMI (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, R. 2008). SPEC
X (pseudata), 34-36" (86-91 cm), M. S. white, slight light purple blush 
upon opening; style arms creamy yellow, ends brushed light lavender; F. 
white, pointed deep yellow signal lightly freckled bright wine, jagged 
wine eyelash extending downward into a line. Gubijin X mixed Il pollen. 
Draycott 2008. 

PERVY BALL (Marija Kaulen, JI, R. 2005). Kaulen 2000 

RAINBOW DARTER HM 2008 

RASPBERRY CANDY Payne Medal 2008 

RYUGAN (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, R. 2008). SPEC-X 
(pseudata), 33" (84 cm), VE. S. light lemon yellow; style arms lemon 
yellow, ruffled tips brushed light wine-purple; F. light lemon yellow 
lightly sanded wine purple, signal deep yellow, speckled and sanded 
deep wine surrounded by deep wine eyelash pattern. Gubijin X mixed 
JI pollen. Draycott 2008. 

SECOND WAVE HM 2008 
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SHIRABYOSHI (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, R. 2008). 
SPEC-X (pseudata), 33" (84 cm), EM. S. white; style arms white, 
creamy center; F. white, signal deep yellow edged lighter yellow, 
surrounded by large rounded red-violet eyelash pattern. Gubijin X 
mixed Il pollen. Draycott 2008. 

SHIRYUKYO (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, R. 2008). 
SPEC-X (pseudata), 45-54" (114-137 cm), ML. S. red purple; style 
arms purple, white edge; F. red purple, darker rim; slightly darker veins, 
signal bright yellow edged lighter, deep bright red-violet eyelash mark
ings. Gubijin X mixed Il pollen. Draycott 2008. 

SHORES OF TIME (Bob Bauer/John Coble, R. 2008). Sdlg. 
JOlK-1. JI (6F.), 32" (81 cm), M. F. white to pale blue, dusted and 
stippled edges of blue, yellow signal; style arms white edged blue, large 
flared crests have dark blue edges. Nocturnal Shadow X Frosted 
Pyramid. Ensata 2008. 

SILESIAN BALL GOWN (Zdenek Seidl, R. 2008). Sdlg. 02-
B5. JI (6 F.), 30" (75 cm), ML. F. white dusted violet-blue at edge, 
orange yellow signal, wavy; style arms white edged violet-blue. Jewel
led Sea X "Gei-oho-ni". 

SUE JO AM 2008 

SUGAR DOME (Bob Bauer/John Coble, R. 2008). Sdlg. JO lE-
1. JI (6 F.), 40" (102 cm), M. F. medium blue blending to light blue at 
edges, white rays and underside of petals, yellow signal, ruffled; style 
arms multiple white, upright. Wispy Clouds X (Hagoromo x Jocasta). 
Ensata 2008. 

TAKE NO SATO (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, R. 2008). 
SPEC-X (pseudata), 45" (114 cm), M. S. white brushed and veined 
red violet, white rim, small; style arms and F. white veined red violet; 
signal deep yellow surrounded by deep red-violet eyelash markings. 
Gubijin X mixed JI pollen. Draycott 2008. 
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TENMILES HIGH (Lee Walker, R. 2008). Sdlg. T-96-56-16. Il 
(3 F.), 38" (97 cm), M. S. red violet, grey white rim; style arms dark 
red-violet, white tip; F. dark red-violet center veined red violet to edge, 
grey ground with red violet around medium yellow signal, lightly ruffled. 
Japanese Pinwheel X Popular Demand. 

TWILIGHT MARBLE (Lee Walker, R. 2007) Eartheart, Wild
wood 2008. 

UPSON DOWNS (Jill Copeland, R. 2008). Sdlg. N-11. JI (3F. ), 
48" (122 cm), M. S. violet (RHS 83C), narrow white (155D) edge; 
style arms white veined blue violet (88B); F. white (155D) sanded 
around signal and lightly veined blue (95C), signal golden yellow (12A); 
ruffled, overlapping. unknown X Yodo-No-Kawase. Ensata 2008. 

VALERIE'S GIFf (Currier McEwen, deceased, by Sharon 
Whitney, R. 2008) .. Sdlg. TS 88/42. JI (6 F. tet.), 34" (86 cm), L & 
RE. F. white, reverse very green (RHS lB), yellow green signal; style 
arms white, greenish veins (lB); round, ruffled. Double First X Tl 85/ 
95?: (White Parachute x Continuing Pleasure). Eartheart 2008. 

VIOLET CRAOLA VORTEX (Lee Walker, R. 2007) Wildwood 
2008. 

WHITE CAPS (Jill Copeland, R. 2008). Sdlg. N-10. JI ( 6F. ), 
48" (122 cm), M. F. blue violet (RHS 94A) veined bluish white 
(156C), signal bright yellow (9A); style arms cream (158B) tipped blue 
violet (94A), anthers have small petaloids. Trance X Yodo-No
Kawase. Ensata 2008. 

YUBILEY RODIONENKO (Liudmila Mironova, R. 2008). 
Sdlg. 2-29-97. JI, 22-26" (55-65 cm), M. S. andF. crimson, white 
center speckled crimson; style arms white, lilac edges; yellow signal; 
ruffled, double. "Mana Curu" X Chayka. Mironova 2008. 
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ZAOKSKIY (Marija Kaulen, JI, R. 2007). Kaulen 2007. 

ZASTENCHIVY (Mariya Kaulen, R. 2008). Sdlg. J-06-1/5. JI 
(3 to 6 F.), 31" (80 cm), EM. S. and style arms white with wine-rose 
dabs and spots; F. three icy white with a large blue center, three shorter 
and narrower, sometimes missing signals, white with light blue centers, 
irregular wine-rose dabs on light blue, signals yellow. J-00-19, unknown 
parentage X J-01-42, unknown parentage. 

*********************************************** 

SJI NOMINATING REPORT 2008 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to offer the names of the 
following members to serve as Officers of the Society for Japanese 
Irises, starting January 1, 2009. 

Director at Large - Chad Harris ( thru 2012) 
Nominating Committee - Bob Bauer(thru 2011) 

If there are no other nominations received before December 15, 
2008, these nominees shall be duly elected. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Coble, Carol Warner, Jim Copeland 

**************************************** 

IF YOUR MAILING ENVELOPE SHOWS 
~XPIRATION DATE OF 1-2009, THIS IS YOUI 

LAST ISSUE OF THE SJI REVIEW!!! 

PLEASE RENEW PROMPTLY!!! 
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

The rolls of sn include outstanding iris specialists, gardening 
experts and horticulturists with interests in many kinds of ornamentals, 
but the Society is primarily for the amateur gardener who enjoys 
growing Japanese irises. 

Sil Membership Brings You ... 
An informative culture sheet, free to new members, on raising 

Japanese irises. 
The Sil Review, with 2 issues each year averaging 54 pages of 

interesting feature articles on iris varieties, culture, hybridizing, exhibiting, 
and many other iris subjects. 

A wide range of activities at the national, and local level, includ
ing the national meetings, conventions, garden tours and round robin 
corresponding groups, display gardens, exhibitions, and special pro
grams for the enjoyment of sn members. 

Up to the minute information on award winning irises, and the 
privilege of voting in the "Annual Popularity Poll" of favorite irises. 

A library and slide collection offering various books and publi
cations, which can be rented by members. 

Helpful sources for assistance with your technical problems in 
culture and hybridizing, or in finding rare species, out of print articles, 
and valuable hybridizing records. 

You are cordially invited to become a member of the Sil. You can 
join either by regular mail, using this form and instructions, or JOIN 
ONLINE, by using our online membership form. Pay with either a 
Paypal account or using a credit card thorough the Paypal service. 

HTTP://WWW.SOCJI.ORG/ 

20 



REQUEST FOR GUEST JAPANESE IRISES 
2011 - JAPANESE IRIS CONVENTION 

The Greater Portland Iris Society is hosting the Japanese Iris 
Convention, in Portland, Oregon, June 2011. Hybridizers of Iris Ensata 
and related hybrids are invited to send recent introductions and/or 
seedlings under serious consideration. A number of guest irises were 
received during the fall of 2008. 

For those who prefer to send guest irises in 2009, shipment will 
be accepted during the spring of 2009, until April 15, 2009. 

Send guest plants to: 
Terry & Barbara Aitken 
608 NW 119th Street 
Vancouver, Washington 98685-3802 
360-573-4472 
aitken@flowerfantasy.net 

Guidelines: Up to three divisions of each variety may be submit
ted. The name of the variety or seedling number must be clearly marked 
on each division. fu addition, a packing list with the following informa
tion must be enclosed: 

1. Hybridizers name, address, email, phone number 
2. Name or seedling number of variety 
3. Description, distinguishing characteristics, diploid, 

tetraploid, hybrid, bloom season: E,M,L. 
A receipt will be sent to all contributors. 

Only officially submitted guest iris will appear in the convention 
booklet. The Convention Committee and the owners of guest iris 
gardens will follow the code of ethics as printed in the AIS Convention 
Handbook. 
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SJI TREASURER REPORT 

BALANCE DEC 31, 2007 $14,905 

INCOME 

EXPENSES 

INTEREST 
DUES 
DUES- PAYPAL 
ADVERTISING 
JI BOOK ROYALTY 
LIBRARIAN INCOME 
AUCTION 
DONATIONS 
OTHER 

TOTAL INCOME 

$395 
$580 
$188 
$180 
$0 
$0 
$0 
$4,000 
$63 

$5,405 

THE REVIEW ($1,339) 
OTHER PRINT COSTS/SUPPLIES $0 
POSTAGE EXPENSE ($27) 
MEDAL EXPENSE $0 
PUBLICITY EXPENSE $0 
SLIDE EXPENSES $0 
OTHER (IT JS) ($622) 
AIS INSURANCE EXPENSE $0 

TOTAL EXPENSES ($1,988) 

NET IS INFLATED THIS YEAR BECAUSE FALL REVIEW COST NOT 
INCLUDED. 
BALANCE DEC 31, 2008 $18,322 

UJRRENTCHECKINGBALANCE 
SENTTONEWTREASURERACCT 
CD MATURING ON FEB 5, 2009 
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$7,607 
$4,005 
$6,710 

$18,322 



Little Bow Pink - Delmez 1998 Sue Jo - Delmez 2003 



1(/~~ 
P.O. Box250 

Molalla, OR. 97038-0250 
Bearded & Beardless Iris 

E-Mail: gardens@molalla.net 

Web site: http://www.wildwoodgardens.net 
Color Catalog $5.00 

Featuring Introductions by Lorena Reid, Lee Walker, Duane Meek, 
J"un & Vicki Craig, Carla Lankow, Mike Iler, Richard Richards & Will Plotner 

Craola Fiesta 
(Walker'09) JA 

(6F) 31" M gray falls with dark 
blue-violet centers and red 

violet veining running to the 
edge, dark yellow signal with 

light violet veins & white edge 
$40.00 

Order Both from this Ad 
For $75.00 

S&H $10.00 for up to 10 plants 

Come see us at: 
www.wildwoodgardens.net 

Blue Circle Dance 
(Walker'09) JA 

(6F) 30" M white ground falls 
have a l " blue-violet edge and 
veining with a medium yellow 

signal veined dark yellow, 
cream styles are blue violet at 

the tip $40.00 



2009 Introductions 
by 

Steve Smith 

KRISTIN ANNE 
JAPANESE (3f). 
(Seedling No. 98J-7-3), 48", EM. 
R. Giskard X Stately Flamingo 

$30.00 

Crisp clean white with a red-violet outline on the standards which are beautifully 
erect. Soft yellow signals. Two to three branches on stalks with six to eight buds. Good 
substance, very vigorous, will grow taller in ideal conditions. 

MY KATHLEEN 
JAPANESE (3F). 
(Seedling No. 98J-7-7), 50", 
EM. 
R. Giskard X Stately Flamingo 
$30.00 

Soft and peaceful. Pale lavender blue falls with white veins. Standards have red-violet 
edge. Two to three branches with six to eight buds. Long blooming. Tall stalks allow 
plenty of space to display the many flowers. 

Please note, we do not take orders by e-mail or phone as we can not take credit 
cards. Visit our wesite for ordering information at 
http:/ /wwwJpwflowers.com/ 
If you wish to contact us with any questions send us an e-mail at 
jpwflowers@aol.com or call us at 978-371-0173. 



Belgium Warrior - Hublau 2003 



HYBRIDIZER GOALS 

There was recently a question on the Il E-mail Robin about which 
Il Hybridizers have generously shared their thoughts. Thanks for their 
help to make the Sil REVIEW an excellent resource for our Members! 

Here is the member question: 
"I'm having trouble finding out the different traits that different 

growers have been breeding for. What were some of the major traits to 
come out of breeding over the last 5 years, and what are some people's 
"holy grails"? I'd love to hear what are people's favorite traits on 
existing plants also." 

Dennis Ha2er - Millin2ton, MD 

1. As a Hybridizer, do you have specific goals in mind for your 
program? Yes. Better blues, early bloom on 6 and 9 fall. Longer bloom 
season. Good Branching, Distinctive characteristics. 

2. How long have you been hybridizing? 15 years 
3. What are the major goals, in order of importance? Longer 

and earlier bloom 
4. Have your goals changed much over the years? A little 
5. What irises are you most pleased with in meeting a goal? 

'Early Exuberance' (early 6 fall), 'Simply Stated' (garden presence) and 
'Gingham Geisha' (good branching) 

6. What irises have you been the most surprised with that 
possibly changed your Goal? A Jill Copeland seedling with a dark 
pencil line around the signal. 

7. What trait do you consider "unacceptable" and you discard 
from further consideration? Persistent goose necking, poorly formed 
petaloids that look more like nose hairs. 

8. What are traits on your and other hybridize rs' plants that 
you most like? Any well-grown plant that demonstrates not only a 
beautiful flower, but a combination of flower and foliage proportion that 
makes the flower arranger's talents superfluous. 
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Darlyn Wilkinson - Topsfield, MA 
1. As a Hybridizer, do you have specific goals in mind for your 

program? Generally I have been working towards the color blue and 
pink with the 6 fall ITs. But, I've kept an open mind if other worthy ITs 
develop along the way. 

2. How long have you been hybridizing? 18 years. I started 
hybridizing in ITs 1991. 

3. What are the major goals, in order of importance? In order 
of importance, I'd have to say hardiness in the NE, good increase, 
clarity of color, good non fussy garden plant and more branching and 
buds. 

4. Have your goals changed much over the years? Not much, 
as I was bitten by the blue bug when I received pollen from Currier 
McEwen in 1992, and my program blossomed from there. I've always 
desired a hardy IT that can withstand our temperature swings in our NE 
spring, and the sudden onset of heat in July. 

5. What irises are you most pleased with in meeting a goal? I 
think I'd place 'Greywoods Rivertide' and 'Greywoods Flowing Waters' 
as good indicators in my quest for blues. I have some seedlings evolving 
from them that are a clear sky blue. 'Greywoods Gentle Refrain' has 
been a good parent for the 6F pinks. And 'Greywoods Sarafina', 
'Greywoods Catrina', 'Greywoods Zampata' and 'Greywoods Royal 
Antics' have all been good garden plants here. 

6. What irises have you been the most surprised with that 
possibly changed your Goal? Hybridizing can always be a surprise, 
no matter how planned the cross. I don't think my goals have changed 
much, except I have also included those IT that don't fit into the color 
realm of pink and blue in my Introductions. Some plants are just a joy 
to have in the garden and need to be shared with others. 

7. What trait do you consider "unacceptable" and you dis
card from further consideration? #l would probably be weak 
necks. I hate walking the seedling beds in the afternoon, only to see a 
gorgeous bloom that has plopped over because of the heat and a weak 
neck. Proportion is important, and the scapes need to be able to 

28 



support the size of the bloom. Out they go! Also, a fussy JI that needs 
to be coddled each year to either survive, increase or perform well 
doesn't make the cut here either, no matter how pretty the face is. 
There just isn't time for the high maintenance plant. We don't have much 
in the way of borers or root rots here, so I haven't needed to specifi
cally work with that condition, but consider that also undesirable. 

8. What are traits on your and other hybridizers' plants that 
you most like? Greywood Farm is located in Zone 6A - sometimes. 
But, the temps can swing drastically during the growing season. You've 
heard the old saying about the New England weather: "If you don't like 
it, just wait a minute, and it will change." I appreciate other hybridizers' 
plants that can do well here, and put on a good show, but find that those 
from the West Coast can struggle with our conditions. We all love a 
pretty, hardy iris and think a hybridizer needs to remember the whole 
plant and not just focus on the bloom. 

Chad Harris - Washou2al, WA 

I've been hybridizing Iris ensata for 24 years. My main goal in the 
beginning was for a nice 6 F blue. After moving to the farm with more 
and larger fields, pinks came into focus along with 9 F flower forms and 
the elusive yellow. Over the years flower form and bloom sequence 
have taken over the front seat of color. 

One of the first things that I now look at; does the old flower 
shrivel up and get out of the way of the next bloom.? This not only 
makes for a better looking plant but it can also lengthen the overall 
bloom time. 

Four traits that are an automatic trip to the compost pile: 

1. The plant does not look good out of bloom. 
2. Majority of the blooms are located down in the foliage. 
3. Bud push- when a secondary bud starts to grow before the 

primary bloom is spent. 
4. Any yellow signal markings on the standards of a 3 F flower. 
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The five recent iris introductions that I am the most pleased with in 
meeting my goals: 

Blushing Snowmaiden "00'', a 9+ F large bloom randomly 
brushed rose. 

Freckled Peacock "02", can be alargeplantupto 54" tall. The 
3 F blooms are very evenly freckled red-violet with a bonus of 5 to 7 
blooms per stem, when grown well. 

Angelic Choir "06" 6 F, a full round flower of pure white with 
multiple upright styles. 

Cascade Rain "08", a large 1 O" 3 F blooms freckled and edged 
in a very bright blue. 

Amethyst Actress "09" is a 9 F flower with a perfect layout of 
petals, a very clean and symmetrical form, opening up a soft amethyst 
and gracefully fading to a near white by day three. 

Looking to the future, the past two years I have started to make 
interspecies crosses with Iris ensata and Iris pseudacorus to find plants 
that are not as demanding in their transplanting needs as a pure Iris 
ensata. 

Donald Delmez - St. Charles, MO 

To encourage anyone interested in dabbing pollen, I believe you 
will most likely choose more than a few goals to work for, your goals 
will have to be a challenge for you to keep your interest. I began with 
colors that I thought would be improved on after a few years such as 
blues, pinks, and etc. 

After a few years, I realized that vigor was an important trait for 
any cultivar to be named. To achieve the goal that I began I started to 
work with Tet's. That would be quite a challenge for anyone interested 
in improving color, vigor, and the field is wide open from there; wide 
crosses with protens that will accommodate acceptable or unacceptable 
pollen. 

This is a great time to be hybridizing, jump right in. 
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Terry Aitken - Vancouver, WA 

I WANT IT ALL AND I WANT IT NOW! 

Plant breeding is really fun. If you have "explorer instincts" (curios
ity), you will start out like a kid in a candy store. You want to sample 
everything. In the early days, I might have ended up with 3 or 400 
crosses, one pod of each. As I went back through the seedling patch 
two years later, I could evaluate plants based on "what was I thinking 
aboutwhenlmadethecross" and "what did lend up with". With a lot 
of trial and error, you figure out where the good breeders are, the plants 
that produce better seedlings than themselves. As time goes by, you 
become aware that each generation affects the next generation. You are 
now building "family trees". It is not just the plant you are looking at that 
counts. Even the parents and grandparents have an influence over what 
character shows up in the kids. Normal wisdom says that experience 
takes about 10 years to accumulate. 

Why are we doing this? Hopefully it is not to produce more 
seedlings just like the ones you started with. Japanese irises are notori
ous for limp substance. I want flower petals with the substance of 
cabbage leaves. Many Ils have wishy washy colors or patterns. I want 
color saturation. Interestingly enough, it seems that substance and color 
saturation frequently to go hand in hand. There is a great diversity of 
color patterns in Ils and it is reasonable to expect a few unique colors 
or patterns to show up. Watch for them! See if you can enhance them. 

While all of this focus on flowers is going on, you still need to 
pay attention to flower count as it relates to extending the season. Some 
plants will send up stems that bloom sequentially. One plant we have 
started blooming in the spring time and froze in the fall with green buds 
still coming up. You better believe that poor plant is going to get a lot of 
attention! Some plants will produce branching and multiple budded 
sockets. I don't think it matters which way you get extended bloom, 
they all count. 
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Looking farther down the plant, you see clumps. Some clumps 
are bigger, more prolific, than others. As I look back on then medals 
that we have acquired, the one common denominator is VIGOR, 
especially when they moved to the east coast. I don't think I fully 
appreciated "vigor" until the kids left home. For foliage, most Ils have 
pretty decent foliage but it is best not to ignore plant behavior. A weak 
plant is a stumbling block. 

Which of these characteristics is most important? I like 'em all. 
I figure ifl can point score a seedling at about 95%, it's time to get 
serious! Line them out and test them through several growing seasons 
watching for stress. Of the plants that we have introduced, 'Tessa Dark 
Eyes'; 'Red Tessa' (yes, they are related), 'Alpine Majesty' and 'Rivulets 
Of Wine' jump out at me. None of them are medal winners. I can only 
ponder that mystery? In the seedling fields, every day is a party and I 
say "never look a gift horse in the mouth". Have fun! 

Willy Hublau - Belgium 

1. As a hybridizer do you have specific goals in mind for your 
program? 

I have been working for a long time to create perfect HIGO types 
of n. In the past I have spent a lot of time on finding the correct infor
mation about the different types of Japanese Irises. 

The last few years my hybridizing program has slowed down and 
focused on creating a yellow n without Pseudacorus blood. The 
progress has been very slow but is moving forward step by step as I 
keep on working on the yellows. I am very fond on perfectly formed 
peony types of Il's and I have several plants coming to fruition. One of 
my goals is to have a perfect white peony n with a pencil fine fuchsia or 
blue ecige on all the petals. Possibly my next project is to create a very 
ruffled blackll. 

2. How long have you been hybridizer? 
I planted my first n seeds about 50 years ago. At that time our 

neighbor Justin was growing Japanese Irises on the edge of a small 
creek, he called these plants Chinese Irises and told me that he received 
the seeds from his brother (a missionary in China) who collected the 
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seeds there. As a young boy I was fascinated by the beautiful Irises in 
Justin's garden. 

He was my first teacher in hybridizing and growing Iris flowers. 
From the 3 selected seedlings that he gave me and 4 Higo's 

imported from Japan, I developed several different seedling strains. 
The Apollo line with 3 and 6 falls in white. 
The Ideal line, 6 falls in blue and white. 
The Mandarin line, 3 and 6 falls in purple. 
The Shogun line, 3 and 6 falls, white w purple and pink rays. 
The Surprise line 3 and 6 falls marbled in pink, grey purple-red. 

Later when I became a member of AIS, Il and several other Iris 
societies, I received a lot of information about Ensata Irises (Special 
Thanks to Clarence Mahan), the possibility oflearning more, also to 
order plants and visit the USA was a great opportunity. I see this 
moment ( 1985) as my real hybridizing start. From that moment on, my 
collection kept growing to 480 registered Ils and many selected seed
lings. All of my Il are growing in plastic pots and I use them as my 
pollen producing source. 

3. What are the major goals, in order of importance? 
My first goal is to produce easy to grow and strong garden plants 

with eye catching flowers and long bloom time. My next goal is to win 
one of the AIS Awards or Medal. 

4. Have your goals changed much over the years? 
Yes, I have changed it several times and it has been a long running 

learning process. In the beginning I was happy to have a good looking 3 
or 6 fall flower, later I became fascinated by the Peony formed Il. 
Introductions from other hybridizers had a great impact to me too. It 
happened many times that I had one of my plants ready for introduction 
and I then saw an Iris catalogue with a bloom looKing the same as my 
own creation. For that reason I didn't register several of my seedlings 
and had to change my goal. 

5. What Irises are you most pleased with in meeting a goal? 
From my own introductions, 'Flanders Lion', 'Rich Randall' and 

'Belgium Warrior'. 
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6. What irises have you been most surprised with that possibly 
changed your goal? 

The blues from Lorena Reid and Ensata gardens were just the 
flowers I was working on for a long time. 

7. What do you consider "unacceptable" and discard from 
further consideration? 

I destroy plants with down drooping leaves and do the same with 
all of the seedlings that have a propensity for scorch, virus or other 
diseases, plants with slender flower stalks or gooseneck flowers. 

8. What are the traits on your and other hybridizers' plants 
that you most like? 

I am Il lover and love all the plants in my collection ( 480 reg. 
plants in pots) I am especially fond on the old Higo line and the peony 
formed Il, I keep on working towards the perfection of these diploid 
Irises. In the future maybe a perfect black n. 

I even so like the new trends such as the eye shadow Irises. 

A special note for the member who pose these questions. 
There are no "Holy Grails" in the hybridizers world! 
Every new creation is a step towards the next hopefully better Iris. 
Hybridizing is creating new dreams . 

.Jill Copeland - Lawton, MI 

I have been hybridizing Japanese Irises for 35 years. I started 
hybridizing bearded irises until 1976 when we (Lansing, Michigan) had 
the AIS Convention and had 3 20-degree nights a week apart in May. 
The Ils kept their heads underground until the weather improved. 

I have always had goals in hybridizing, otherwise why do it? My 
first goal for Ils was to improve substance. We often got the wet 
Kleenex on a stick syndrome and I thought tetraploidy would be a 
'cure'. I have learned that the problem was culture: it is very hard to get 
enough water to the roots of the plants when they are blooming on a hot 
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summer day. Anyway I started converting Ils to tetraploids just after 
Currier did. I had small children, then a full time job, and other things 
that took priority, which helped to make progress very slow. I intro
duced two tets, 'Kina' and 'Whiting' but they were not strong growers 
and 'Kina' is lost completely. Now after 35 years I am starting to get 
some vigorous good tets. I have a nice tall ruffled white seedling R-12 
that I will have at the 2011 Convention in Portland and is what I think a 
good tetraploid Il should be. Currier's 'Maine Charm' also falls in that 
category. 

Another early goal was alkaline resistant Ils. Our garden had a pH 
of 8.0 and our water was 7 .8. So it was a goal that was forced on me. 
I got many seedlings that had good green foliage but the flowers weren't 
much. Shortly before we moved to our present location, where the pH 
is 6.5, the seedling that became 'Espata' bloomed with good green 
foliage, good flowers, and even went through some bad droughts. Time 
will tell if it will do as well for others. With our move, I have given up on 
the alkaline resistant goal. ' 

To get a feel for the genetics of Ils, I got what I felt were the best 
Ils I could afford at the time, which were mostly seedlings from Art 
Hazzard. Then I systematically selfed them to see what was in their , 
background. Out of that kind of breeding I got 'Ling', which was out of 
a seedling of Art's that was white, with 6 overlapping tailored falls and a 
hint of cream in the style arms. I got a whole row oflook a likes and 
'Ling' which was taller and ruffled. Since I introduced it, I have seen 
'Ling' grown with much better culture and pH than its home garden and 
it tends to flop out its flowers. I wish I hadn't introduced it. 

My personal list of 'fatal faults' is what gets a seedling of mine 
composted the first time it blooms. These include goose necking where 
the flowers fall out of their sockets, any disease on the foliage, flyaway 
petals, most asymmetry of flowers, stems that fall over, or lack of vigor. 
I try not to introduce anything that hasn't been tested in other gardens to 
be sure that they don't develop any of these faults. 

My goals at this time are still to get tetraploids with good growth 
habits, are in good proportion plant size to flower size, and have the rich 
colors that characterize the tetraploids. This has been a goal for a long 
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time and if I hadn't had many other goals (many of them not with Ils so 
I won't list them), I would probably have given up. 

Another long time goal is interspecies hybrids with Ils especially 
with I.pseudacorus to make X-pseudatas. I am pleased with some of 
the progress that I am making in this area and will have some seedlings 
at the 2011 convention. All the time waiting for tetraploids to come into 
fruition, I have spent developing some interesting I.pseudacorus 
seedling resulting in 'Krill' and 'Seakrill' and numerous tetraploid 
pseudies so I have many plants to use in these crosses. I am hoping that 
tet pseudies X tet Ils will produce fertile pseudatas which can be 
intercrossed and selected for desirable traits. 

Last year I had a seedling bloom that rekindled my hope of a 
yellow Il. I think it is a goal of every Il hybridizer to get a yellow Il but 
how? So every time I get a seedling with a little extra creamy color, I 
self it. I have done this for 35 years with no progress but this time I got 
a seedling with creamy falls not just style arms. It has no pollen but did 
set a pod so we will see where this will take the effort. 

I have always loved the 3-F Ils. I think they need to have very 
wide falls so the flowers don't look flyaway, standards, which don't look 
like rabbit ears, and great symmetry. I am proud of 'Rainbow Darter' 
and 'John's Fancy' and I love 'Banners on Parade' (Maddocks '65), 
'Trance' (Warburton '79, and 'The Great Mogul' (Payne '58). 

Now that I am retired, I can make hybridizing a top priority. Two 
of the most important things to do to make progress in hybridizing are to 
grow the plants with the best culture practices and record keeping. If 
you have to make excuses for culture, you can't cull the bad seedling in 
a timely manner. And if you don't have records of what you have done, 
you can't learn from past mistakes. 

Phil Cook, Underwood, NH 

Hi--here are some quick answers to the questions below--not 
necessarily in order 

1,3--Yes, (a) develop greater variety among very early flowering 
forms and (b) development of a strain of "miniatures" 
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2-- 12 years 
5-- None have been registered or introduced. Promise has been 

greater among the very early flowering seedlings than among the minia
tures. 

4,6.--I'm paying more attention to plants with high "garden impact" 
as opposed to show stalks. Medium sized flowers with a crisp form are 
of more interest than large blowsy flowers. 

7. Irregular flower form, poor substance, muddy coloring ( espe
cially on the style arms), poor increase 

8. Ability to persist without coddling, long bloom season, good 
branching 

Lee Walker, Tenmile, OR 

I have been hybridizing iris for eighteen years. Prior to that, I 
worked with gladiolus and lilies. 

My main goal right now is to enlarge the Japanese Tetraploid gene 
pool by adding converted plants to the pool. I am also working on 
converting the diploid 'Craolas' to Tetraploid for future work. As the 
Tetraploid gene pool has grown, new patterns and colors have ap
peared as well as indications that others are within reach. 

Over the years I feel the 'Craolas' have been the most rewarding 
for me to develop and work with, followed by the dwarf Ils that are 
starting to appear in greater numbers. 

My list of unacceptable traits is vast, but the following traits will 
always cause a plant to be excluded from further use for hybridizing, or 
consideration for release: Flowers that remain inside the clump, flowers 
with flat color, or plants that have poor or bad growing habits. 

New traits that I like are the appearance of brighter colors and 
patterns, and some of the new pinks are tall and very nice. 

Editors Note: Please see the pictures of "Hybridizing Goals" 
on pages 23 and 26. 
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HOOKED ON IRISES 
by Ruth Bennett, East Haddam, CT 

Once upon a time, I, then a transfer student, got a letter from 
"Charli" welcoming me to the all-girls dorm at Lycoming College. I 
wondered how come a guy was residing in an all-girls dorm across the 
hall from me ... 

Well, as it turned out, Charli was actually the nickname of Char
lotte Schulz. From that time on we have been great friends. After 
college we had an apartment together in Meriden, CT. May afternoons 
were spent at Castle Craig Gardens (38 Antonio Ave.) sipping Ruth 
Schulz's special lemonade on the terrace. We would recline in butterfly 
chairs under the silver maple while looking at the rows of tall bearded 
iris bloom. Charli would often grab a pair of tweezers and do crosses 
for her dad. One of these was introduced as CHARLIE MAY (Schultz 
'81) in her honor. I even got to meet Bee Warburton (without knowing 
how famous an irisarian she was) when Charli and I would swing by her 
place and deliver iris stuff. At the time, I never realized this lady's 
importance to the iris world, nor that many years later I would be 
following her and others into the "world of irises." 

In 1986, when my husband Bruce and I moved to CT, Carl and 
Ruth Schulz bought us a membership to AIS and invited us to accom
pany them to the CIS auction being held at Mason Island. The place 
was a quaint cottage without power and boasted "his" and "her" out
houses. The people attending the auction were very down to earth, just 
like the accommodations! Since we were in the process of building our 
home, buying irises was out of the question, but we enjoyed the excep
tional iris people and scenery. The next auction, as I remember well, 
was a scorcher! Our hosts were in a new development and there was 
no shade! The bidders lined up against the house on a very narrow 
strip of shade from the eaves under that hot, noonday sun, while the 
faithful Walter Kotyk auctioned off the irises. Carl had card tables for 
recording bids and I was helping him. I remember how my arms 
burned as I touched the surface of the table. Walter must have suffered 
so! Needless to say, in future auctions, we looked for shade! ! 
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The real clincher and the event that hooked us into the iris world 
for good was the 1990 Japanese Iris Convention in Portland, ME. 
Judges' training was being held in Dr. McEwen' s Japanese iris garden, 
and Carl took me aside to encourage me to join the class. I said 
something to the effect that I was DONE with taking tests. Carl 
assured me that the test was nothing. You know, he was RIGHT!! 
Right then and there I became a student judge. Later Bruce joined me. 
Very shortly after that convention, Carl passed away. Being in banking 
and having been his auction helper, I became the next treasurer for CIS. 
I think Carl was the very first treasurer for CIS when it was formed in 
1951. If not, he was certainly the longest-term treasurer CIS had. 
Also, being "Ruth Jr." kind of kept the position in the family. 

As the new kids on the block, Bruce and I had never grown 
irises, except a single siberian, 'Flight of Butterflies" (Witt, '75), then 
offered by White Flower Farm. So, unlike the Schulz's, we did not 
have much knowledge of irises. Years ago, Walter Kotyk visited our 
garden and I asked for his advice. He commented on how shallow the 
roots were (not the rhizomes). At that time my knowledge was pretty 
shallow too, but he and others never gave up on me. Judges' training 
truly helped overcome this limited ability. Barbara Schmieder and Lynn 
Markham, in particular, gave excellent training, even when we were just 
visiting their gardens. 

Today I am known here in central Connecticut as "The Iris Lady," 
as I do programs on irises for Federated Garden Clubs in my area. 
This coming February, I will be back once again to the Connecticut 
Flower Show in Hartford with a program. I really do enjoy educating 
the public on irises. I especially like to focus on New England hybridiz
ers. Most gardeners do not realize the wealth of iris hybridizers we 
have here in New England. I also like to focus on our native irises, the 
versicolors and prismaticas. 

And lastly I desire to educate the public on the CT ban of the 
"yellow flag" iris, Iris pseudacorus. This ban doesn't extend to the 
cultivars, but by informing people about how invasive pseudacorus is, I 
can help keep even the cultivars under control and out of waterways. 
At our local extension center, I noticed the yellow flag iris in a founda-
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ti on planting next to the UConn building. Inside is an office for the 
Connecticut Master Gardeners Association, so I inquired as to why the 
yellow flag iris was out there when it had been banned. On my next 
visit, it was gone! I have since realized that most gardeners do not 
recognize this plant!! Where I live, in East Haddam along the Connecti
cut river, we can see how invasive this iris is. By educating the public, 
we can do our part in controlling this plant and protecting our CT 
waterways for future generations. 

In looking back, the gift of an AIS membership was just the 
beginning of joining the world of irises. This gift, followed by an invita
tion to a CIS auction, was all it took to start us off. Then the judges' 
training, with such experienced and patient gardeners to learn from, set 
us on our way. Lastly, on her crusade to get people to sign up before 
the rates went up, Barbara Schmieder persuaded Bruce and me to 
purchase a life membership to AIS. We did-so now we are LIFERS!! 

Reprinted from /RID-ISM Fall2007, Vol27,No2. 

BOOK SPECIAL 
THE JAPANESE IRIS 

PERFECT GIFT FOR ALL PLANT LOVERS! 

Edited by Currier McEwen for the Society of Japanese Irises. 
A Brandeis University book. 224 pages. 32 color photos. 7" x 1 O". 
Published 1990at$29.95. (No longer in print) 

The first definitive book in English on history and cultivation, 
The Japanese Iris incorporates the 300 year history of breeding in 
Japan and the experience of US hybridizers from East to West 
coasts. Contents include history, current hybridizing, color photos, 
and drawings of flower parts in detail; also soil preparation, water
ing, mulching, and pest control; display gardens, nurseries, and 
hybridizers. 

Available through the Society for Japanese Irises at $20.00 
including US shipping or, for a limited time, two or more at $15 .00 
Each. 

Contact - John Coble, SJI Sales Chairman, 9823 E. Michi
gan Avenue, Galesburg, MI 49053 e-mail-ensata@aol.com 
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THE QUEST FOR A YELLOW JAPANESE IRIS 
By John White, Minot, ME 

It all started in 2000 with 'Aichi-no-Kagayaki' (Osugi/Sil '62, 
SPEC-X), a sterile Pseudata with yellow streaking in the leaves and a 
3 .5-4" medium yellow flower. I thought ifl could induce or convert it to 
a tetraploid it was worth a try. I took a small piece of the plant and put 
in a glass of .05% colchicine for five days in the refrigerator at 42-43 
degrees to keep the plant dormant. It survived the treatment and I 
planted it in the garden and it grew well that summer. 

The next year, 2001, the plant still had the yellow streaking in the 
leaves, and it put up a bloom stalk with a bud which bloomed out white, 
the same size as when it was yellow The anthers had about 10% 
tetraploid pollen, all of which was sterile. I decided to take a piece of 
that treated plant and treat it again with colchicine for seven days in the 
refrigerator. I forgot all about it until the tenth day though I had written 
down when to take it out of the fridge. The leaves were all shriveled up 
and the roots did not look any better. It certainly looked like it was 
dead. Despite the odds, I planted it out in the garden in a seven-inch 
pot. Three weeks later a little green leaf came up and it looked like a 
Il. Two weeks later another leaf came up followed a week later by two 
more leaves. Several emerged thereafter. When the leaves were six 
inches high there was no yellow streaking in the leaves; maybe a hint of 
progress. The plant grew to about 15 inches high in 2002. It survived 
the next winter and in 2003 it grew to 20 inches high, but did not put up 
a bloom stalk. I had removed the plant from the pot that spring and 
planted it in the middle of the garden where it would receive full sunlight. 

In 2004 it put up a bloom stalk with two flower buds on the stalk 
and one on a branch. Just after the 4th of July the first flower on the 
main stalk opened in the afternoon, too early to make a cross that day, 
so I tied the flower up to make the cross the next morning. When I 
opened the flower up that morning there was a lot of pollen on the 
stamen. I removed the petals so the bees would not get at it and took 
the stamen to the house and placed it under my big microscope that has 
micrometer and checked the pollen. Ten percent of the pollen was 8-
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10 microns, 80% was 10-14 microns, and the rest 14-16 microns; a 
tetraploid. What luck! 

I then selfed the flower. The cross took. When the other two 
flowers opened I selfed them as well and all three set seed pods. I 
collected about 100 seeds from them. In 2005, I lined out 95 seedlings 
from that cross and they grew well. Then disaster struck in the spring of 
2006. We lost our snow cover in mid January after two big rain storms 
which was followed by bitter cold with temperatures 0 to 20 below 
every night for a month. The frost went five feet deep and thousands of 
septic systems froze up all over the state, including mine. I have never 
seen such frost heaving as we had that spring. Three year old Ils were 
lifted 6-8 inches out of the ground and only 20 seedlings remained of 
the 95 planted. 

Sixteen of those plants bloomed in 2007, 12 with three falls and 
four with six falls. I crossed two of the three-fall plants and a three- and 
six-fall, and I collected and planted 124 seeds from those crosses. 
These seeds now have yellow on both sides and as Andy Wheeler said 
when he was here just before Christmas "It is a numbers game now." 
These plants are my T3 generation. The T2 plants look exactly like any 
other n in the garden with no sign of any I. pseudacorus in them. The 
flowers are 7 .5 inches and are true I ensata flowers. 

I am now in the eighth year of this project and it will be another 
two years or so before I know what we get. I may have to wait until I 
am a hundred before I know. If that's what it takes, that is what I will 
do. 

Reprinted-AIS Bulletin-Series No. 349--April2008, pg76-77 
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EDITOR'S ESSAY 

I have been pondering over the past few issues on how to get 
"more meat" in the REVIEW for each issue. Our small but diverse 
membership needs a balance among articles on "happenings" like 
Conventions and tours, "technical" hybridizing information and general Il 
culture articles. 

The advent of the Electronic Robin has made it possible for 
members to dash off a question with a likelihood of instant response and 
then, with some additional consultation with experts, turn into a full 
fledged article. That is the case with this issue-"Hybridizer Goals", "Il 
Cold Hardiness", "Container Growing" all came from E-Robin topics. 

If there are other topics you would like to see discussed in the 
REVIEW, please post the question to the Sil E-Robin http:// 
www.socji.org/jirobin.htm or send me a note, e-mail or snail mail and 
we can go from there! If one person has a question, it is likely that 
others want to know the same or similar thing! 

Now that the worst of the winter is over in Dubuque, we look with 
interest on how are new planting of Ils fared over the long months of 
snow ( 48 inches this winter) and bone-chilling cold (one week of minus 
30 degrees F. Wmter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis) just started blooming 
today and reticulata are just sticking up their tips! I am especially 
anxious to see how the large new Il planting (thanks to the Kalamazoo 
Convention group) installed last Fall at the Dubuque Arboretum sur
vived the winter. 

Because of the number of great color ads in this issue, I was 
unable to fit in a wonderful "ISM Photo Contest" picture of a young 
admirer of Ils (sorry Pat!) but it will be in the next issue. Please take 
lots of photos of Ils this spring especially with "companions", in garden 
settings and clump shots and send them to me in high resolution. If 
more people realized what a great garden plant they are, there would be 
more sn members!! 

Enjoy the warm weather and your garden! Hope to see many of 
you at the Beardless Convention June in MN. 

Rita Gormley 
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BEARDLESS IRIS CONVENTION 

The Iris Society of Minnesota will be the host for the Beardless 
Iris Convention on June 11-14, 2009. The guest iris will be featured in 
5 private gardens in addition to a mass planting at the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. 

The guest iris have all arrived and happily growing in their new 
homes. The Iris Society of Minnesota received a total of 159 different 
cultivars. 

Make checks payable to ISM and send to: 
Gerry Moore, Registrar 
ISM Convention 2009 
8293 157th St. West 
Apple Valley, MN. 55124 
952-431-5140 (Tim and Gerry) 
Email: irisguy@hotmail.com 

CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS: 
Ramada Inn, Mall of America, 2300 East American Boulevard 
Bloomington, MN. 55425, 952-854-3411 
Reservations for the hotel may be made by phone: 952-854-3411 

or toll free 800-3 28-1931 

Registration: Includes Welcome and Auction Banquet and 
Garden Tours on Friday and Saturday 

Postmarked: By 4-1-09 After 4-1-09 
Registrant#! $175.00 $200.00 $ ___ _ 
Registrant#2 $175.00 $200.00 $ ___ _ 

Optional tour of Bachman's, Gerten's, and Bailey's Nurseries 
Thursday, June 11, 2009 

Registrant#! $40.00 $ ___ _ 
Registrant #2 $40.00 $ ___ _ 
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CULTURE CORNER 

Greeting, Snowbirds. From John Coble at Ensata Gardens in 
Zone 5 Michigan. 

Japanese Iris. What else is there to eat or think about in February 
when it is 5 degrees outside today and the blowing snow is blocking the 
view of the iris field? 

I'm still chewing on some thoughts left over from January. 

Thrips. Biggest problem with Japanese iris, once you have the 
rich soil and water to get the plants thriving. After 20 years of just 
knocking them down, this Robin has persuaded us to find and use 
Merit! Some things that we have found out about thrips: Usually the 
adults are killed in our winters and annual populations start all over each 
year slowly from hatching eggs and gradually build up populations 
(knocked down a couple times when we spray Cygon 2E or Orthene 
for borer control ; again, knock down). We have discovered that adult 
thrips can and often do survive our winters in the leaf bases of the 
evergreen pseudacorus. You folks who live in milder climates must 
really have a lot more over wintering of adult thrips in the semi-ever
green Japanese iris. 

In the summer of 2008 we used Merit according to directions. It 
really worked well and reduced the thrips to nil for three months, a 
small population was found in September in one bed and easily handled 
with another application. Merit is a systemic that lasts about three 
months, compared to Orthene or Cygon 2E that only work for 10 days. 

If you have pseudacorus, in which thrips thrive, the thrip damage is 
not as evident as in the Japanese iris, but be sure to spray or treat them 
with diligent action in spring and in fall to help reduce over- wintering 
populations. In the late fall, it is very beneficial to cut off the foliage and 
remove it from the garden. Even if you don't get the time to cut down 
all of your iris, try to at least cut down the pseudacorus (and other 
pseudacorus hybrids). It would be even more beneficial to spray or 
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dust the cut off stubs with an effective insecticide. Another control we 
discovered was burning off the dead foliage in spring (guess it could be 
done in fall if the foliage is dead and dry enough). We have been 
burning off our seedling rows in spring. We remove the few zinc name 
tags to the side and put a stone where they are to go back. As an 
added benefit to cleaning up the rows, we have noted an almost com
plete eradication of iris borer and thrips ..... in those rows ..... Until... ... 
something brings them back in and reintroduces them to the clean rows. 
We are pretty confident that it is wind. 

Adult thrips come out onto the leaf surfaces at night and can glide 
on the wind or breeze with their tiny hairy wings. I don't think they can 
fly. 

I don't think there are any Japanese iris that are resistant to thrips. 
Some plants just don't get tested each year. We have noticed in our 
newly lined out seedling rows that when thrips first "find" them, the 
damage is spotty or only in one or two places in the 50 foot rows. 
Then the damage starts showing up in a directional pattern, usually 
fanning out in a radiating pattern from the prevailing wind. If someone 
thinks they have a thrip-resistant plant, it can only be tested by thor
oughly "dusting" it with live thrips and seeing who is the winner ! 

Thrips 
Patrick Spence, Rainy Seattle, Washington 

I have thrips. I have never sprayed my irises, though I am going to 
begin this year. I have 1 Japanese Iris that I don't much care for. I 
don't like the color pattern, the flower form is poor and the plant is 
mediocre. This past fall, I was poised over it with a shovel, ready to 
send it to the compost pile. As I looked down, I noticed that the 
leaves had no thrip damage. Every other JI had rust colored leaf 
edges. I did not compost the plant. I have separated it from my other 
irises, along with a couple test subjects. I will not spray these irises this 
season and see if it was a fluke, or if thrips really don't like it. I feel it is 
worth the effort. 
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Pseudata Introductions by Hiroshi Shimizu 

available at www.draycott-gardens.com 



2009IntYcdM.ct:'LOf\JJ'of 
Var~wW~ 

GREYWOO[)S SILK SHADOWS GREYWOODS FANTASY WHIM 
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2006 INTRODUCTION 

GREYWOODS LADY'S FANCY 
2003 INTRODUCTION 
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